“Transition to School Programme”
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Step-by-step guide to enrolling your child. 3
When your child turns four, pre enrol so ' @
we know you are coming. %

fComp/efe an enrolment form, phone (or pop in) to the school and collect an \
enrolment form. You are also welcome to meet with the Principal and have a tour
around the school. This will be an informal chat about the school and a chance

for you to meet with the Principal, visit classrooms, ask questions, meet

teachers and to talk about your son/daughter.

Things to bring:

As we are required to check birth certificates and immunisation records of New Entrant
children, it would be appreciated if the certificate/immunisation record could be

brought along to school as soon as possible for verification. These items must be
Q‘fﬂ/’l ted prior to vour child's first dav at school

4 Pre-visits - From 10 school weeks before 5" birthday
Wednesday afternoons 1:25pm - 2:45pm

These visits allow your child and yourself to become familiar with the school
environment, their classroom, and their teacher.

Parents, please ring the office to confirm these visits.

The Big Day! - Your Childs First Day of School \
Bring your child fo the classroom before school. Stay unftil your child is settled - try not to
prolong the “"goodbye"” - upsets are rare and don't last long - please feel free to ring if you
are concerned as to how your child is settling.
Many children starting school become extremely tired. Half days are not unusual at this
age. This helps the transition become less stressful. We will arrange with you if you, or
we, feel this is necessary.
What to bring on the first day.. morning tea, lunch, drink bottle, a schoolbag, a book bag
and a change of clothing. Please ensure all clothing is labelled. Stationery can be ordered
from Office Max. See the Kickstart teacher for further details regarding your child's
stationery requirements. Book bags are available from the school office at a small cost.
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Assembly: Every 2" Friday 2.30pm. Parents are very welcome to attend.
Student of the Week cerificates are handed out at Friday's assembly for
each Learning Community.

School Boundaries: We recommend that at some stage you make your
child aware of the school boundaries. We also cover this in class but this
is an extra safety precaution.

Tuck Shop: Children can order their lunches on Monday, Thursday and
Friday. Orders are to be placed at the Tuck Shop before school.

Lunch: Cut small lunches. Discuss with your child what is for morning tea
and what is for lunch. Ensure he/she can unwrap his/her food. High
sugar, salt and colour content foods are discouraged at school.

Supervision: Duty teachers supervise the children during morning tea
and lunchtime. They wear a bright orange vest. Explain to your child that
they can approach the duty teachers if they have any problems.

Lost Property: Is situated outside at the back of the Pavilion.

Parent Help: We welcome your assistance in the class or with tasks like
making resources etc. Please see your child's teacher if you would like to
be a parent helper.

Encouraging Independence
Developing independence is an important goal of the first year at school.
You can help by:-
4 allowing your child to come info school by themselves
+ expecting them to be responsible for their schoolbag and
belongings.
4 encouraging your child to bring their book bag into class each
morning.
4+ Giving them time to do all they can for themselves.

Regards,

Juliet Dickinson Shirley Bailey

Principal Learning Community 1
Leader of Learning




Parents often ask what they can do to help their children prepare
for school. Below is a brief list of ideas.

We have found that children get off to a great start if they

Use the toilet independently.

Wash their hands and use a hand drier.

Recognise their own clothing.

Dress themselves quickly after swimming.

Follow simple instructions.

Use a tissue correctly.

Tell an adult when troubled by something or someone.
Put their own book bag and reader away.

Turn the pages of a book carefully.

Be encouraged to sit for a short period of time (10-15
minutes) - eg. To listen to a story on the mat.

Listen to others without interrupting.

Speak and walk quietly inside.

Play and work alongside other children.

Learning is also enhanced by helping your child to...
e Recognise and write his/her name - using a capital letter at
the beginning then lower case letters.
Write stories together, with lots of drawing, colouring.
Recognise and name basic colours and shapes.
Read humbers to 10 (or even higher!).
Point to words in a book.
Turn the pages in a book and have the book around the
correct way.
Use scissors and a glue stick.
Hold a pen correctly.
Develop knolwedge of the alphabet (letter names and
associated sounds).

Note: this is by no means a required list of skills before children start
school. Children develop at different rates and times, so don’t worry if
they can’t do some of the skills mentioned above.




Learning is also enhanced by the following Pre-School
attitudes...

Encourage your child to always use good manners.

Foster independence with self care and belongings.
Discuss situations in which sharing is appropriate,
particularly when there may be lots of other children.
Be positive and encouraging about your child's first days,
rather than sad and emotional.

Other ideas which will help your child in his/her readiness
for school...

e Read to your child daily. This is the beginning of your
child learning to read. Discuss the story before, during
and after the reading. Lots of valuable reading skills are
learnt through the reading of favourite books. Visiting
the library is a valuable activity to regularly undertake.
Be selective about the quantity and type of programmes
or apps your child is exposed to on a TV or device.
Participate in lots of activities which promote movement.
Walks, visits to the playground and family games are
necessary for your child's development.

Expect your child to be tired during the first few weeks.
Plan for "low key" after school activites during this time.
Questions regarding teaching programmes or other
children are best discussed with the teacher rather than
with, or in front of, your child.

Modelling is a powerful tool. Children copy adults and
therefore your child seeing you read, write, compute,
draw, run etc will provide the important message to them
that these skills are necessary and enjoyable during
everyday life.




We aim to build a strong partnership
between the school and home

You can help us by: -

» Naming all clothing.

> Encourage children to return library books and readers
promptly.

» Sharing any concerns with us.

> Make an appointment for any discussions you wish to have
with either the classroom teacher and/or principal.

» Talking to your child about what they have been learning
at school.

> Being supportive and,
> Being friendly.

“The school continues to have a strong partnership with its
community. Parents are supportive of activities and events at
the school and students benefit from the purposeful involvement
of their families in the life of the school.”

- Education Review Office —




Helping your child ot home —
some idess....

Reading

Encourage reading EVERY day .

Read to your child — read anything you like — it’s the
sharing that is important.

Read yourself — it's important that your child sees
that you are interested in reading and value it.
Read and sing nursery rhymes with children. Use
as many action rhymes as possible.

Talk about print in the environment e.g. stop signs,
advertisements.

Take an interest in the things they like (and look for
books about these things).

Encourage your child to issue books from the
library, and to bring them home to read.

Buy books as presents. Let your child help choose
them.

Let your child share books with you and to anyone
who is willing to listen e.g. Grandparent, younger
brother / sister, even the cat!

Accept your child’s efforts without criticism. Always
encourage and praise his or her efforts.

Ensure your child is exposed to a wide range of
reading materials, i.e. newspapers, letters, recipes,
magazines, puzzle books.




Oral Language

Look at family photo albums. Discuss special
holidays or important events that are part of
your family’s cultural traditions.

Read and talk about letters and e-mails from
family members and friends. Have your child
dictate messages so he/she can ‘write’ back to
relatives.

Encorage your child to vocalise their needs eg.
“I need to go to the toilet”.

Encourage your child to speck in full sentences
when having a converstion.

Talk to your child about what they have been
learning, or about an activity they are engaged
in.

Play word games such as, ‘I'm going on a Trip’,
‘| spy something...” and ‘Simon says ...’
Encourage your child’'s imagination through
puppet play, dress-up and other ‘make-believe’
activities.

Involve the children in grocery shopping i.e
“Can you find me a big can of yellow
pineapple?”

Give your child old magazines and pictures to
cut and paste so they can create books on
different themes.




Writing

Find time to show children you value reading and
writing yourself.

Show children how you use writing. Write
messages, shopping lists, telephone messages,
letters and greeting cards in front of children and
talk about what you are doing.

Provide a special place for children to write.
Equipment such as a small table or desk, an easel-
type blackboard and a notice board for displaying
writing plus a range of writing materials such as
scrap paper (lined, coloured or plain), used greeting
cards, crayons, envelopes and little notebooks.
Find opportunities to display children’s names.

Provide magnetic or plastic letter tiles for children to
play with.

Allow children to use a device to play with and write
messages (or a cellphone to write texts!)

Write messages for children to read.

Play rhyming games like ‘I spy...’

Tak about the sounds different letters make.




Correct Pen Grip:

Middle finger
sits behind

T

]
Crabby daws—Trhumb znd

pointer finger do not touch.

+— Pencil on pillow

| - Tall Finger (side)

2 - Thumb (poad)

3 - Ponting Finger (tip)

All fingers are 5lngh1'h bent
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Mathematics

Basic counting forwards and backwards up t010
(and beyond)

Number idendification up to 10.

Finding numbers around the house and in the
neighbourhood — eg. On letter boxes.

Talk about time, colours and shapes.

Play board games.

Recognise how many dots are on each side of a
die.

Counting objects — eg. “get me 5 oranges”.




Te Kowhai: Our Place

The Kowhai tree is a unique & special part of our
community. Early settlers referred to the area as a
“blaze of yellow” .

Haere Kotahi means, “to go as one” & reflects the
strong support and link with parents and community

Partnership

Kotahi

The koru border is the Tainui He Piko He Taniwha
design (“At every bend there is a chief”)

The river is the Waipa River, which runs through
Te Kowhai. Ko Waipa te Awa

The designs and koru are
circular, to represent growth,
strength & mana.

It also represents our
changing lives, while also
recognising where we've

come from.

Integrity

akaponc

mpowere

o be Confident &
nnected 21st Century Citizens BN This is the original school building, dating back
< to 1890. This reflects the proud rural tradition
and history of our school.

Our graphic design reflects our aspirations for the future,
while also recognising the importance of our past, our
country values & a sense of belonging and place.

The mountain range shows

Pirongia (left), Hakarimata
ExAce"ence Ranges & Karioi (right)

Maungatithaha (Excellence)
means to
“Climb the highest mountain”

Ko Pirongia te Maunga




