
On behalf of Te Kowhai School staff and students we would like to 
welcome all our new students  

The school is currently 315 children 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Newsletter 15th March 2017 

 "Life is like playing a violin solo in public and learning the instrument as one goes on.…" -- Samuel Butler 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
Dear Parents, students and caregivers,  

From the Board of Trustees 
2016 Student Achievement 
Throughout the year, we spend a lot of time analysing student progress and achievement to ensure that we are having 

an effective impact on all our learners.  This is done by individual teachers, within teaching teams in Learning 
Communities, across teams and also school-wide.  The findings from this ongoing analysis assist us on deciding where to 

next with individuals, cohorts of students or the school as a whole. 
 
Student progress and achievement covers both the gains made in learning and a final snapshot of the following: 
 Achievement in relation to our Learner Qualities (these are the core dispositions and skills we as a community 

have decided we want our children to have when they leave our Te Kowhai School) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Student engagement (with their learning and also; socially, emotionally and behaviourally) 

 Achievement across the curriculum.  This relates to progress students make in their understanding and 

application of Science, The Arts, Social Science and Health/PE. 

 Achievement in core curriculum areas (Reading, Writing, Maths).  These are the core areas that the Ministry 

of Education want us to report on annually – our ‘National Standards’ results.  (see below for a brief summary of last 
year). 

 
The first three components of these progress and achievement areas are shared within Seesaw, our previous reporting 
methods and also within various newsletters throughout the year.  As a school we capture a range of evidence 

throughout the year to document the engagement and achievement of our learners within all of these areas.  (e.g. 
Student voice, Me and My School survey, Seesaw). 
 

National Standards Data  – Achievement in core curriculum areas  

At the end of 2016 we again collated our student achievement data, as compared to the National Standards in reading, 
writing, and mathematics. These percentages come from the OTJ’s (Overall Teacher Judgements) that teachers make in 

relation to where individual students sit in relation to the standards set by the Ministry.  The National Standards are 

aspirational targets for students to achieve based on length of time at school. 
 
The results for 2016 were: 

 
Core Curriculum Areas % at/above National Standard 
Reading 76.2% 
Writing 75.6% 
Mathematics 77.5% 
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Comment 
Reading: 

 Girls achievement overall is higher (84.1%) and boys at 68.7% 

 93 students achieving ‘above’ National Standard 

 Maori student achievement at/above is 66.7% 

 Fountas and Pinnell Literacy Intervention programme showed excellent results (between 6 months and 2 year shifts 

in Reading ages for students). 

 
Writing: 
 Girls are achieving at 82.8% 

 Boys are achieving at 68.6%  

 37 students achieving ‘above’ National Standard 

 Maori student achievement at/above is 64.6% 

 
Maths: 

 Boys and girls performing similarly – Girls 77.6% at/above and Boys 77.4% at/above 

 44 students achieving ‘above’ National Standard 

 
General: 
 The National Standard percentages are a snapshot of the achievement of all students on the roll at the end of a 

year.  The Ministry compares last year’s (December 2016) results with that of the students on the roll at the end of 

the previous year (December 2015).  Obviously due to major turn-over of students, these cohorts aren’t the same so 
the above percentages aren’t a completely accurate reflection of the shifts from year to year.   If we compared the 

students that we had at both the end of 2015 and the end of 2016, there were signs of accelerated progress. 

 Our results overall are slightly lower than last year.  Careful analysis of student achievement is carried out 

throughout the year and there was a noticeable difference in the cohorts being compared.  ie End of 2016 data 
included over 80 students that weren’t enrolled in 2015 

 There are 174 ‘above’ National Standard scores across the school within Reading, Writing and Maths 

 Gender differences are apparent in reading/writing, with girls’ overall achievement being much higher.  

 
Next steps for us in these core areas: (abbreviated from a full report to the Board) 
 Continue to identify students (particularly well below/below) and put in place suitable interventions both within class 

programmes and via other external programmes and supports if necessary.  These interventions will be carefully 

considered for each student based on research and evidence.  Our board has currently budgeted approximately 
500% of what is specifically “tagged” for special needs support programmes by the Ministry of Education. 

 Continued inquiry and professional development for teachers around what interventions make the biggest difference 

to our learners.  (To be carried out as part of our Community of Learning work). 

 Enhance moderation practices between teams in Reading and Writing (ensuring all marking systems are aligned 

throughout the school). 
 Further parent engagement and transparency with the learning that is taking place in the learning communities to 

ensure students receive support from both home and school (keeping everyone on the same page). 

 Utilising the purposeful spaces within and across Learning Communities to cater to all learners’ needs. 

 

Chess Opportunity for the Whole Family -   

At School from 5 to 7:00pm Tuesday 21st March 

Research shows that playing chess is not only very good for problem solving and analytical 
thinking it is also proven to have a huge positive influence on students mathematical confidence 

and achievements. 

 
Many of the children at Te Kowhai have been playing chess regularly in the classroom and on the 

giant garden set outside the tuck shop.  We would love to give Te Kowhai families the opportunity to come to school and 
challenge their children to a game or two while the weather is still nice.  

 

I will set up a few trestles with chessboards up beside the garden board.  If you have a chessboard at home please bring 
it along to take the pressure off the school sets.   I will get some sausages to cook up on the BBQ to have as we play.  If 

it is wet, we’ll move the games to LC5.   
 

Feel free to email me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 

Juliet Kelly    julietk@tekowhai.school.nz  
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Is your child a HERO? 
As mentioned in the previous newsletter, we have been doing a lot of work with the 
students this term around our PRIDE values and Learner Qualities.  A major part of this is 

about looking after each other.  All of the students were lucky enough to attend the show 
‘Elgrego – You’ve Got the Power’ last Wednesday.  His message was clear, ‘Be a HERO’, this 

stands for Honesty, Empathy, Resilient and Opportunities.   

 
Honesty  Be honest when they are talking to their friends (as well as being 

respectful) 
Empathy  Show empathy to others 

Resilient  When something is hard or someone tells them they are not good at 

something, stand tall and keep trying. 
Opportunities  Seek opportunities to make someone’s day.  Be a bucket filler, not a bucket kicker. 

 
We want all our students to talk and act respectfully to each other and we continually have conversations with them 

regarding how they can do this.  We have also talked to them about the use of the word ‘bully’ or ‘bullying’.  "Bullying is 

unwanted, aggressive behaviour that involves a real or perceived power imbalance. The behaviour is repeated over 
time.”  Luckily we don’t have too many cases of actual bullying, but we do hear the odd put-down and some teasing.  We 

are encouraging all our students to step up and let us know if they hear something that is not appropriate, whether it is 
said to them or someone else. 

 
If your child mentions something to you, please encourage them to talk to a teacher or another adult at school about 

this. 

 
 

Harvest Festival 
What a fantastic event this was!  It was great to see so many of our families and members of 
our community here.  Thank you for coming and spending the time socialising with us all 
and participating in the fun games and activities.  This year’s new addition of having our 
Learning Communities prepare an activity went incredibly well.  All of the kids were really 
motivated when preparing their games and getting the posters and advertising done.  We 
are pleased to announce that we have made an overall profit of $4300.  Thank you again to 
our PTA for organising this great community event and to all the parents who stepped up to 
help out in the kitchen, on the BBQ and running activities.  Special thanks go to Sophia Yapp 
and Simon Barnes for the hours spent preparing for this both before and after school. 
 
And, just because we can, here is a photo of Tony Grey being gunged.  It was about time 
too!   
 
 

Top School Raffle Tickets 
If you are keen to sell some more tickets outside Te Rapa New World, please come and add your name to the roster on in the 
office. Thank you for all the effort and work put in to selling our Top Schools raffle books so far, you are all doing a great 

job. Although the return date for the books is still a few weeks away, if you have no intention of selling the tickets for 
whatever reason please ensure your book is returned to the office immediately. As you can appreciate if the book is 

returned unsold in the last week it gives us no opportunity to sell those tickets at all.  
 
 

Swimming Sports 
Last week we hosted our annual school swimming sports.  The Interschool Competition is taking place tomorrow so we will 
send any updates re the progress of our students via Facebook. 
 
Thank you to all the parents who provided transport and who came to support the students last week.  For some of our 
students, this is an anxious time for them and hearing you cheer them on was awesome.  We are really proud of all of our TK 
participants and congratulations goes out to the following students for their success. 
 

 



Te Kowhai School Swimming Results 2017 - BOYS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Te Kowhai School Swimming Results 2017 - GIRLS 

  25m Freestyle 25m Backstroke 25m Breaststroke 

8yr 
1 Sian Ruediger Lucy Jamieson Sian Ruediger 

2 Kyra-Mae Wilson Sian Ruediger Kyra Mae Wilson 

3 Lucy Jamieson Kyra-Mae Wilson Lucy Jamieson 

9yr 
1 Pippa Mihaka Pippa Mihaka Pippa Mihaka 

2 Alexandra Scott Alexandra Scott Alexandra Scott 

3 Emma Whitely Mila Thorley Regan Cowen 

10yr 
1 Kate Ruediger Kate Ruediger Milly Jamieson 

2 Milly Jamieson Milly Jamieson Kate Ruediger 

3 Kayla Aldous Maiah Kitcheman Paige Mitchell 

11yr 
1 Nina Trumm Mackenzie Hanes Connie Thorburn 

2 Connie Thorburn Connie Thorburn Nina Trumm 

3 Phoebe Barnes Nina Trumm Mackenzie Hanes 

12yr 
1 Brooke Pyle Brooke Pyle Brooke Pyle 

2 Sophie Dickinson Sophie Dickinson Mya Rudiger 

3 Mya Ruediger Alycia Pinny Leia Stevenson 

                            50m Freestyle 50m Back Stroke 50m Breast Stroke 

10yr 
1 Kate Ruediger Kate Ruediger Kate Ruediger 

2 Milly Jamieson Milly Jamieson Milly Jamieson 

3 Paige Mitchell Alexie Watkins Paige Mitchell 

11yr 
1 Mackenzie Hayes Mackenzie Hanes Connie Thorburn 

2 Connie Thorburn Connie Thorburn Mackenzie Hanes 

3 Nina Trumm Phoebe Barnes Lani Grey 

12yr 
1 Brooke Pyle Brooke Pyle Brooke Pyle 

2 Sophie Dickinson Sophie Dickinson Mya Rudiger 

3 Mya Ruediger Mya Ruediger Leia Stevenson 

  25m Freestyle 25m Backstroke 25m Breaststroke 

8yr 
1 Aaron McLean Rhys Lumsden Chase Thompson 

2 Rhys Lumsden Chase Thompson Rhys Lumsden 

3 Chase Thompson Aaron McLean - 

9yr 
1 Quinn Pyle Quinn Pyle Quinn Pyle 

2 Rhys Stevenson Dylan Clear Rhys Stevenson 

3 Dylan Clear Angus Spelman Noah Gardiner 

10yr 
1 Ty Gerrand Daniel Astwood Daniel Astwood 

2 Daniel Astwood Ty Gerrand Ty Gerrand 

3 Mason Duck Logan Lumsden Zach Nation 

11yr 
1 Jamie Zyza Jamie Zyza Cole Claxton 

2 Cole Claxton Cole Claxton Noah Rodley 

3 Fin Wheeler Alex Schroder Lucas Cooke 

12yr 
1 Harry Trumm Mathijs Wetzels Harry Trumm 

2 Mathijs Wetzels Harry Trumm James Spelman 

3 Brock Nottingham Brock Nottingham Brock Nottingham 

 50m Freestyle 50m Back Stroke 50m Breast Stroke 

10yr 
1 Ty Gerrand Daniel Astwood Ty Gerrand 

2 Daniel Astwood Mason Duck Daniel Astwood 

3 Mason Duck Ty Gerrand Mason Duck 

11yr 
1 Fin Wheeler Cole Claxton Cole Claxton 

2 Jamie Zyza Regan Beetham Noah Rodley 

3 Cole Claxton Noah Rodley Lucas Cooke 

12yr 
1 Harry Trumm Mathijs Wetzels James Spelman 

2 Mathijs Wetzels  Rhys Gerrand 

3 James Spelman  Kyle Brown 



Balloon Hop     
On Thursday 23rd March, we are lucky enough to win the opportunity to host the ‘strata’ balloon at 
our school from midday.  All students will get the chance to hear the crew talk about the hot air 
balloon and how it works.  The balloon will be tethered on the school grounds (no rides 
unfortunately). 
 

Class Photos next Wednesday 22 March 
Reminder that next Wednesday is all class and sibling photos. Sibling photo forms are available from the office, please 
ensure all completed forms are returned to the office before Tuesday afternoon.  

 

Upcoming Dates  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Thank you 
Big ‘Thank You’ to Charley Ainscough for kindly donating her lovely cookbook, Charley 
Chop Chop, to our school library.  This is filled with delicious recipes the kids would love to 

make. 
 

 

TK Sports 
Te Kowhai Rugby  
 

Weigh In and Muster will be Sunday the 19th of March from 10:00am, at the Te Kowhai School Pavilion. 
Timing: 10:00am to 11:00am (Weigh In) 

 11.15am Draft Teams Announced 

 11:15am to 11:30am (Muster) Parents and Players need to stay for team announcements after they have 

weighed in 

New players: Please bring a copy of your birth certificate or passport for your player registration. 

Uniform: Your child will need Mouthguard, Boots and Socks (Socks are $15 and can be purchased on the day). 

Rugby Shorts and Rugby Jersey will be provided. 

 Subs:  $35 per player which can be paid at weigh in. Cash, Cheque, and Eftpos facilities available at Weigh In. 

We will also be selling club T-Shirts for $35 for Youth and $40 for Adult sizes. 

  
Please also let us know if you are able to assist with Coaching or Managing.  If you have any questions or are unable to 

make the above weigh in but are still intending to play please email us on rugbytekowhai@gmail.com or phone Kerry or 
Claire on the numbers below.   We will be able to reserve your place in a team and advise additional open weigh in times.  

Please forward this email, or give the attached Flyer, to anyone wanting to play rugby for us this season. 

   
Kerry Watkins Claire Brinkworth 

President / Code Convener Secretary         
0274 928 546 021 305 546 

rugbytekowhai@gmail.com rugbytekowhai@gmail.com 

  

Date Event 

14th March William Pike student/parent presentation 7pm 

16th March Inter-School Swimming Champs - Ngaruawahia 

22nd March Class Photos 

23rd March Balloon Hop 

24th March Assembly 2.30pm – Learning Community 3 

7th April Assembly 2.30pm - Learning Community 2 

9th April TOP SCHOOL GAMES 2017 

13th April End of Term One 

14th April  Good Friday 

mailto:rugbytekowhai@gmail.com
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Te Kowhai Football 2017 
Muster Saturday March 18th - Te Kowhai School Pavilion – 11am – 1pm 

As advised earlier Football (or Soccer to some) is back for 2017. Football can cater for ALL age groups, from Year 0 right 
up to Year 8….and beyond. So if you are keen, come along to Muster.  If you are unable to make it along on Saturday, all 

is not lost.  Please find attached a Google Doc link to register on. 
  

Te Kowhai Football 2017 Registration 

https://docs.google.com/a/tekowhai.school.nz/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhqaZ_tOvk9aynZjzzts9_h3X8JsYqCks0zOrz9qE5UugI

KA/viewform?c=0&w=1 
 

If you have received the paper edition of the Newsletter and would like a registration 

form sent out or you have any questions, please let me know (bcutler@qbe.co.nz). 
  

Choccie Fish prize for those that come along on Saturday and can tell me: 
1)     Who is the LEGEND in the photo?  

2)     How many games has he played for his chosen team? 

3)     What is that team? 
4)     Why is he not the King of Everyone (OK….no choccie fish for this one…but he should be)? 

 
See you there. Brent Cutler 
  
 

Community News 
For Rent 

Newly renovated 3 bedroom home for rent. Double garage. Large fenced section. In the popular Te Kowhai village. 100m 

from the school.  Available from the 17th April. Phone 027 943 3600    
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Fortnightly Nuggets 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Email: jeff@lakewoodlodge.co.nz  

Phone Jeff ð 027 499 4030  

 

APRIL  SCHOOL HOLIDAY  

 

ADVENTURE CAMP 2017  
Monday 24th ï Friday 28th April , 8 ï 14 year olds 

5 days, 4 nights $440 

 
Here at Lakewood Lodge, we offer a safe, caring, family atmosphere 

 with an opportunity to experience farm life and make new friends. 
 We have great country cooking, Horse Games & grooming, Kayaking, 

Archery, 11 Metre Climbing Wall, 130m Twin Flying Foxes, Low Ropes Course,  
Frisbee Golf, Top Person Competition, waterslide, disco, a concert, Spotlight, Burma Trail,  

Singstar, pool & tabletennis competitions, BBQs, Volleyball,  
games, Firepit with toasted marshmallows,  

pet animal interaction & excellent supervision.  

  

Phone us now with your registration – 027 499 4030 
Or book on through our website www.lakewoodlodge.co.nz 

All staff police vetted & we are OSCAR Approved. 

 

 

If you would like to be on our mailing list  

please email Jeff ï jeff@lakewoodlodge.co.nz 
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